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the Natural Science Trlpos at Cambrldge in
1903, he joined the National Physical Labor-
atory and later worked on the development
of tungsten filament lamps in a commercial
laboratory. In 1913 he became superinten-
dent of the Observatory at Eskdalemuir, where
he started the studies of the physics of the
atmosphere which were finally published in
1922 in his book Weather Prediction by
Numerical Process. In 1926, while in charge
of the Physics Department at Westminster
Training College, he was elected a Fellow of

’ 2II

the Royal Society and received the degree
of D.Sc. (Physics) ; in 1929 he obtained a
B.Sc. (Psychology).

Mr. Ernest Gold, writing in The Times*
says of Dr. Richardson that he “was a
man of wide interests, a penetrating, albeit
a kindly, critic and a scientist who could use
the simplest materials to illuminate experi-
mentally the nature of a general problem or
the conclusions of abstruse ‘equations of

mathematical physics.”

* October 19th, 1953.
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consequence, political and military tension.
- Nevertheless, the United Nations itself
and its Economic and Social Council have so

far mainly limited themselves to the purely

demographic aspects of the population
" problem.

It is now high time to make the ostrich lift
its head from the sand and face facts. All
efforts must therefore now be concentrated
on making the First World Population

THE EUGENICS REVIEW B,

Conference in 1954 a success, and on counter-
acting those forces which will again, un-
doubtedly, make every effort to dodge and
smokescreen one of the basic problems of our .
day, and even more of the future. '
Collection.of data is essential, but the time
has now come when the peoples of the world

‘rightly ask for conclusions to be drawn from

the overwhelming evidence, and action to be
taken accordingly.
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have added considerably to the objective
value of this study. The hope may perhaps
be expressed that in all future studies of this

kind the aid of a psychologist be sought in
order to supplement the examination of the .
psychiatrist. H. J. EYSENCK. -

Fry, Margery. The Single Woman. London,
1953. Delislé. Pp. 44. Price 2s. 6d.
THis is obviously not a eugenic subject, but the
advice Miss Fry gives so charmingly and amusingly
is so excellent that it could well be accepted and
followed even by the most eugenic parents—female
or male. And, moreover, for their own comfort
let it be remembered that although as she says
‘“ Spinsters have always had a raw deal,” it is

nothing compared with the raw deal meted out .

to mothers-in-law, from which concentrated music-
hall malice the single woman will inevitably (and
for ever) escape.
This very small and attractive booklet can safely
be recommended to all readers.
UrsurLa GRANT DUFF.

Oster, Jakob. Mongolism: a clinicogenealogical
investigation comprising 526 mongols living on
Seeland and neighbouring islands in Denmark.
Copenhagen, 1953. Danish Science Press

. Pp. 206. Price Danish Kr. 21.

Mon~gGoLisM is one of the commonest ‘and most

serious of congenital abnormalities. Children with
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this condition are almost invariably mentally.
defective, usually imbeciles though occasionally
idiots or feeble-minded. They also often have one
or more physical deformities such as an abnormally -
formed heart. Dr. Uster has surveyed a very great -
number of children with mongolism in an attempt
to find the cause. His figures for the incidence of
mongolism in the three counties of Denmark which
he surveyed agree well with those found in English
and American studies. He has confirmed the
effect of maternal age on mongolism. He has found
little evidence that any consistent event early, in -
pregnancy is associated with the condition. He
has found, too, little evidence that genetic effects

‘are important in mongolism, though his figurées

for the incidence among brothers and sisters of
children of mongols are not presented in such a
way as to make it possible to calculate just what

_ the risk is to later children in the family. He

claims, but does not perhaps satisfactorily prove,
that there are unusually long pregnancy-free
intervals both before and after the blrth of a
mongol. R
Cc.o.C.
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CORRESPONDENCE

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by corvespondents.

What is Race?. -

To the Editor, Eugenics Review

Sir,—The UNESCO booklet What is Race? is,
implicitly in its format and explicitly in its intro-
duction, an attempt at popularization of what is a
complex subject. As such, it contains many over-
simplifications which may legitimately be referred
to in a review. Nevertheless, I feel that Dr.
Darlington’s review in your October 1953 number
is unnecessarily harsh and patronizing.

Thus, dealing with Miss Tead’s quotation on
p- 36 of Haldane’s definition of a race as ‘“ A group
which shares in common a certain set of innate
physical characters and a geographical origin within
a common area,”’ Dr. Darlington comments rather
witheringly, ** Now this is a popular definition *’
and goes on to tell us that *“ We now define a race,
not in terms of ‘characters,” but in terms of
processes of exchange or recombination among
genes or chromosomes ; in other words in terms of
mating.”” What he does not tell us, but what a
reading of pp. 22, 33 and 41 of the booklet itself
makes quite clear, is that Miss Tead is also thinking
of a race in such terms. And, if writers are to be
tied down to their ipsissima verba rather than
taken in their evident general sense, what are we
to think of Dr. Darlington’s statement that we
now “define "’ a race in the way he indicates ?

Then Miss Tead is taken to task for speaking on
P. 41 of the absurdity of talking about a ‘‘ pure
race ”” and Dr. Darlington implies that she and
UNESCO “‘ throw out the science with the super-
stition.” But her very next sentence, which was
not quoted in the review, shows clearly that she is
not indicating the idea of a ‘‘ pure race” to be
.absurd, but the amount of ethnic mixture in

huma.n history to make it absurd to use the phrase

‘ pure race’ of existing ethnic groups. Admit-'

- tedly, once again her phrasing was not of the most

felicitous, but her evident meaning is happy
enough.

I cannot be sure what is the semantic content of
Dr. Darlington’s rhetorical question about human
chromosome numbers ; but, if he is really implying
that he believes that members of different human
races have different chromosome numbers, it
would be interesting to hear why he thinks so.
And, when he makes merry with Miss Tead’s use
of the phrase ‘‘ common source,”” he must surely
realize that she is speaking, as her context leaves
no doubt, not of a common anthropoid source of
men and apes but of a common human source of
racial groups.

As to his little joke about her failure to use a
quotation from Toynbee, that is all right as a
joke, just as another might joke about Dr. Darling-
ton’s failure to quote from Gobineau; but the
important thing surely is that in fact she does not .
quote the one any more than he quotes the other.

Finally, about Dr. Darlington’s comments on the
two UNESCO statements on race. I know little
about either cavalry officers or mechanized war-
fare, but perhaps just enough to realize that his
attractive metaphor may be misleading. If the
non-geneticists are the cavalry officers, presumably
the geneticists are the engineers who know what
makes the wheels go round, and it is not incon-
ceivable that the former may have some under-"
standing of mechanized warfare denied to the
latter.

CvyrIiL BIBBY.

14 The Avenue,

Chipping Barnet.
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